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"What Teachers Make: In Praise of the Greatest Job in

the World" is a book by Taylor Mali, a former teacher turned
poet and advocate for education. In the book, Mali explores the
value of teaching and the impact that teachers can have on
their students and society as a whole. The title is derived from
a poem that Mali wrote in response to a dinner guest who
questioned the value of teaching as a profession.

Throughout the book, Mali shares anecdotes from his own
experiences as a teacher, offering insights into the challenges,
rewards, and importance of the profession. He emphasizes the
passion, dedication, and creativity that teachers bring to their
work, often going above and beyond to inspire and empower their
students.

Mali also discusses the broader societal issues that affect
education, including standardized testing, funding disparities, and
public perceptions of teaching. He advocates for greater respect
and support for teachers, arguing that they play a vital role in
shaping the future and deserve recognition for their contributions.

Overall, "What Teachers Make" celebrates the invaluable
role of teachers and serves as a tribute to the dedication and
impact of those who choose to pursue this noble profession.
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